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Mt. Joy and gave a speech at the Lou School 


The lst step in establishing the Sheridan #6 School was tz Y 
when an acre of land was purchased from Ernest J. A. Semanial 
of $80.00. 

It was not until 1877 that the actual structure was completed at a cos 
of $1,100. The deed was placed under the siding on the South side of 
the building. The operating budget was $35.00 for coal and $35.00 for 
miscellaneous expenses for a one year period. The school was then known 
as the Lone Tree School. The number of students enrolled that-year was 30. 


The persons responsible for organizing the first Sheridan Township school ] 
were Jochim Kuhl, Pres., Lorenz Rogge, Sec. and August Lamp as Treasurer. B 
Nine schools were organized that year. 


The first practical phonograph was invented. The first recorded verse 
was Mary Had a Little Lamb. 


In April of 1878 Sheridan Township purchased a brick school house from 
James Kuehl for the sum of $25.00. 


The budget in 1893 was $3700.00 per year for all the Sheridan Township 
Schools compared to the $60,000 figure in 1952-53 period. 


Herman Ewoldt was awarded the contract to construct Sheridan #4 ata 
price of $1,000.00. 


The township erected six cupolas on schools at a cost of $45.00 each. 


An election was held in Boeckens Hall on the 25th of March, 1901 for the 
purpose of forming an Independent School District in Eldridge. The judges 

for this special election were M. A. Calderwood and R. Kuhl, with Mr. Morrison 
as clerk. The vote was 63 yes to 24 no. 


Emil Muhs died while serving as director of Sheridan #6 in 1904. Enrollment 
grew to 35 in some schools in the District. : 


The school budget reached the sum of $5,000.00. 


All Sheridan Township board meetings were held in Sheridan #5 until 1916, 
thereafter, they were held in the town of Eldridge. 


Thoughts of consoladating schools was entering the minds of so called 
progressor educators in Sheridan Township and the Town of Eldridge. 
Following the pattern used at Welton, Iowa, (one of the first schools 

to use the modern system of transporting students via eight Model T Busses). 
However, this transportation was a big headache due to no payed roads, 
snowstorms which forced them to borrow horses and reduced passenger loads, 
After a lot of work to push this system, it was soundly defeated. 


When Orey Goettsch was director, basements, furnaces, sewage drains and 
electricity were installed in all Sheridan Schools. 


Historical Events 


1945 
-53 


1950 


1957 


The year of two fires in one day. John Meinhart 
saving the school from destruction by spotting one 
and alerting the fire department. The department ha¢ 
time and the cupola was torn down in order to make sure 
put out. 


With population growing at an unbelievable pace, Davenport with jus 
one high school, and the future of the big city system of not being 
able to accept rural pupils, it became apparent something had to be 
done. Everybody else was educating our children. Davenport, Bettendorf, 
Dewitt, Wheatland, Calamus and Durant were trying to do the job. The 
very first meeting called by H. M. Perry, then County Superintendent, 
outlined many plans with all the different possibilities. One of the 
options was to build a new high school at Argo and Hahns Corner. 


Sheridan Township officially ended. It was the end of an era which 
saw eight grades consolidated in one school building. We were now 
part of the North Scott School District. 


The school lot was sold to John Miller for $3500.00. It was remodeled 
and sold to John Seeboldt for $18,000.00. Another $18,000.00 was 
used to convert it into a comfortable home. 


The 75th anniversary of Sheridan #6 was held August 30, 1 
5:00 p.m. on the school grounds. Approximately 175 perso 


, 


in the first year of the school's existance in 1877. 
Ernest Dengler, Herman Diedrick and William Arp. 


Honors for being the "oldest" visitors in addition to the four listed above wer 


Fritz Meinert age 79 
A. C. Oetzmann i 
Emil Kuhl 

Mrs. Laura Preister age 80 
Mrs. Laura Juhl 


Mrs. Mary Hamann age 80 
Mrs. Emma Diedrick age 68 
Amos Muhs - age 65 
Henry Kock age 69 


Teachers who honored us with their attendance were: 


Elizabeth Kerrigan 
M. Isabel Phelan 
Mrs. Gladys Twigg 
Mrs. Leona Krukow 
Miss Norma Shadel 
Mrs. Bernita Bell 
Mrs. Ruth Sparks 
Mrs. Marion Hauer 


Some of the visitors to this reunion came as far as Wyoming and Wisconsin. 
A short entertainment program was presented and a lunch was served. 


Jim Colby of the Democrat featured the reunion in the Sunday morning publication 
on August 17, 1952 with two pictures and a writeup about the reunion. 


People from all over the area came to view them. Humorous | lays 


Skits, musical selections, sing-a-longs, and of course the eveni 
be complete without the appearance of none other than Santa Claus 


One year Santa spoiled one little girl's Christmas, though. Geraldin 
recognized Santa as her brother, Erwin. What a disappointment -- now s 
knew for sure. Oh well, as long as she still got her presents... 


One particular pantomime was the Andrew Sisters protrayed by Vic Meinert, 

Hank Koch and Alvin Amhoff. They were so convincing, that when someone asked 
Vic's Dad who those people were, his Dad replied in ernest, "I don't know, but 
I think they came all the way from Maquoketa". Pretty good disguise, guys! 


Then there was the time it was so cold in May when the school picnic was held 
at Fejervary Park, that there was snow on the ground and gloves had to be 
worn to play the usual card games. The wind blew so hard it picked up the 
table cloth and dumped all the deviled eggs on the ground. They were eaten 
anyway -- what's a little dirt. 


The highlite of Dorella Arp's years at #6 was when Ruth Sparks took the entire 
school to see "Little Women". All hankies were thoroughly soaked with tears 
as we laughed and cryed in thorough enjoyment and appreciation of this classic. 
Thanks, Ruth. 


Ruth wasn't only our teacher, but a friend as well. Why not -- she was only 
4 or 5 years older than some of her students. In fact, when Leo Tombergs 
came out as a volunteer fire fighter to help put out the fire Sheridan #6 had, 


“he jokingly pointed his finger at Ruth and said, "I bet you started this fire 


to get out of school", not knowing she was the teacher instead of a student. 


Then there were the bonfires with weiner roasts, scavenger hunts, etc., to 
celebrate Halloween. 


How many of us remember walking over the fields through snow, climbing fences 
to save steps and then having to remove our long stockings because they were 
soaking wet, and wait for them to dry. How embarassing if you were one who 
had a jar rubber to use to hold up those socks! Thyra Arp remembers having 
to wear long underwear until May lst. As soon as she got out of eyesight of 
home, she would roll them up so they wouldn't show, hoping no one would notice 
the bulges they made under her skirt. 


1877 
1878-80 
1881-83 
1884-85 
1886-93 
1898-1902 
1903 
1905-08 
1909 
1910 
1911 
1912-14 
1915-23 
1924-25 
1932 
1933-35 
1936-45 
1946-53 
1953-55 


1955-57 


Charles Kaeppe 
Jockim Kuhl 
Allonzo Baughman 
James Hagedorn 
Allonzo Baughman 
Rudolph Kuhl 
Emil Muhs (William Arp filled vacancy on death of E. Muhs) 
William Arp 

Adolph Kuhl 

Henry Meinhardt 

William Mohr 

Henry Fellner 

Fritz Meinert 

Arthur Schmidt 

Elmer Kuhl 

Hugo Claussen 

Orey Goettsch 

Victor Meinert 

Vernon Kuhl 


Walter Dengler 


PRESIDENT 


Jochim Kuhl 


Andrew Bell 
M. H. Calderwood 


Alonzo Baughman 


M. H. Calderwood 


August Lamp 
D. J. Clapp 
Henry Fellner 
C. S. Clapp 
Henry Voss 


Adolph Hamann 


Fritz Hamann 
Dawson Smith 
Hugo Plambeck 
Otto Elmergreen 
Emil Oetzmann 
Robert Mohr 
Rudolph Rohwer 
Elmer Kuhl, 
Rudolph Rohwer 


Charles Dengler 


Ray Muhs 


Lorenz Rogge 


William Morrison 


Seamen 


E. M. Burmister 


G. C. Mohr 


E. M. Burmister 


Bert Quinn 

D. J. Clapp: 
John Tank 
Hugo Kuhl 
Robert Tank 

D. J. Clapp Robert Tank 


1936 


1940 


1947 


1953 


1954 


1955 


1956 


to 
to 
to 
to 
to 


to 


46 


53 


54 


55 


56 


57 


PRESIDENT 
Ed Rochou 
August Hammann 
Victor Meinert 


Alan Plambeck 


a Vernon Kuhl 


James Mohr 


Elmer Hammann 


‘Harvey Kuhl 


Harvey Kuhl 


Lorraine Keehner 


I 
| 
| 
; 


to 


to 


to 


to 


to 


to 


to 


to 


to 


NAME. 
C. W. Parsons 

J. C. Frizzell 

Minnie Kuhl 

F. D. Cowles & Eva Hyde 
J. F. Steggy ~ 

J. F. Steffy 

Nellie Hodge 

F. R. McManus 


J. F. Steffy 
J. A. Kerrigan (later married local farmer, Orf Diedrick) 


Elizabeth Kerrigan 


Miss Cheeck 
Grace Rohm & Elizabeth Phillips 
Lucille Hourigan 


Ingeborg Roun 
Anna Carlin 


Miss Gregor 


Norma Shade $67.00 a month 


Leona Thompson. & Miss Hoffman 


Gladys Cook $90.00 
Julia Molyneaux $80.00 
Albena McConnohy 


Francis McConnohy $90.00 


to 


to 


to 


to 


to 


Bernice Moore 


Marion Fellner 


Jane Thonaen 


Nora Paulis 


Esther McFate 


Ruth Wheatcraft 


Margaret Missel 


(later Mrs. Ruth Sparks) 


